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The Free Software definition 
 

Free software is a matter of the users' freedom to run, copy, distribute, study, change 

and improve the software. More precisely, it refers to four kinds of freedom, for the 

users of the software: 

 

1. The freedom to run the program, for any purpose (freedom 0). 

 

2. The freedom to study how the program works, and adapt it to your needs 

(freedom 1).  Access to the source code is a precondition for this. 

 

3. The freedom to redistribute copies so you can help your neighbor (freedom 2). 

 

4. The freedom to improve the program, and release your improvements to the 

public, so that the whole community benefits (freedom 3). Access to the source 

code is a precondition for this. 
 











 

 
History of Unix   

1969: First version of "Unics" by Ken Thompson and 

Dennis Richie. 

 Multi user operating system for the mainframes at the time. 

 Written in Assembler. 

 Bell Laboratories, USA. 

 Rapid internal distribution and popularity, within Bell Labs. 

 



Linux 
 

●1990: Linus Torvalds, a student in Helsinki/Finland, is using "Minix" 

on his 386 PC and is unsatisfied with it. 
 

●Starting to develop a self-booting terminal emulation to dial in into 

the campus network. 
 

●Soon adding harddisk drivers and support for a variety of software. 
 

●Notices, he‘s quite on the way to develop a whole operating system. 

●1991: Releases Linux kernel V0.01 on the FTP server of his 

university. 

 



Linux 
 

●Together with the GNU tools a fully operational operating system. 

●Today many Ten thousand developers involved world-wide. 

●Big number of Linux distributions, commercial and free. 

●World-wide acceptance as a professional and industy-grade, 

operating system, mainly in the area of network and servers. 
 





   Unix – like 

 

OS Linux family   

    initially in language of assembly  and then in C language Written in  

   Mainly open source Source model  

  community 
 

Developer 

  Personal computers , mobile devices , embedded devices , servers ,  
  mainframes , supercomputers 

 

Marketing target  

  Multilingual 

 

Available in  

 

  Various User land 
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Some of linux distributions icons  






